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Our class has begun a genre study on mysteries. In our small guided reading groups students will read a book from the Meg Mackintosh Detective Series written by Lucinda Landon. We will discuss some of the recurring themes in mystery, and will be learning how to keep track of important clues and spot red herrings. In the upcoming weeks, the children will read more mysteries from this series and other series in their small, guided reading groups. I have included a list of Mystery Vocabulary Words and Elements in addition to a list of Recommended Mystery Books for 3rd graders. Please sign up to be a mystery reader if you are available.  We would love to have you!
      Recommended Mystery Series                                                                         
A to Z Mysteries                                         Nancy Drew 
Babysitters Club Mysteries                         Third Grade Detectives

Calendar Club Mysteries                             The Box Car Children
Cam Jansen Mysteries

Encyclopedia Brown

Jigsaw Jones Mysteries

Nate the Great

During snack I have been reading aloud The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate. The book is about a silverback gorilla named Ivan who lives in a cage at a mall. The novel is written in first person from the point of view of Ivan. The book lends itself to great discussion about character traits, theme and author’s purpose. The vocabulary is rich and poetic at times and students are enjoying using the new language in their writing and speech.
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This February we will begin a genre study on Tall Tales and Fables. Together we will read various Tall Tales such as Paul Bunyan, Pecos Bill, Mike Fink, John Henry and Johnny Appleseed. We will be reading various Fables from both Aesop and Arnold Lobel such as The Lion and the Mouse, The Tortoise and the Hare.  We will learn the elements of Tall Tales and Fables, and how to recognize the use of similies, and idioms, and multiple meaning words. The children will read more Tall Tales and Fables in their small, guided reading groups, as well as write their own Tall Tale or Fable. 
                                   [image: image3.jpg]



Information Writing Unit
We begin our unit on Informative Writing this month.  Students will write about a topic of their choice that they feel they are an expert at, students will learn the following:

Essential Questions:

 1. Where do writers’ ideas come from for information writing?

2. How do writers go about creating well-developed information writing? 

3. How do writers go about producing strong information writing? 

Enduring Understanding/Big Ideas:

 1. Writers get ideas for informational writing from topics they are already passionate and knowledgeable about. 

2. Writing informational text is a way to teach others about a topic. 

3. Writers organize the information they have to teach in a way that helps the reader understand. 

4. Writers elaborate on their topics by using facts, definitions, details, and observations. 
5. Writers chose expert words to teach readers a lot about the subject and use text features as a way to support the reader’s understanding. 

6. Writers study the work of others as a way to improve their own craft. 

7. Writers use what they know about standard English conventions to publish pieces enabling their work to be read with ease.
AT HOME: Discuss ways to expand your child’s expert topic.

Other ELA News 

The students have been learning about how complex words are formed through instruction on prefixes and suffixes. As a class we have brainstormed words we know that have the same prefix, and have discussed how adding either a prefix or a suffix changes the meaning of a root word. We have been focusing on apostrophes and learning when to use them. In contractions as well as to show possession. 
The Word Wall words for this month and next include some commonly misspelled words, contractions, compound words, homophones, words with suffixes en, ly,:

about, are, anyone, especially, everybody, everything, except, can’t, didn’t, doesn’t, don’t, won’t, wouldn’t, hidden, our, right, write, terrible, trouble, knew, new, know, no, really, usually, probably, myself.

In upcoming months, we will begin taking practice reading MCAS tests from previous years. We will discuss common questions, and strategies for success. We will also discuss and practice writing an open response essay on a reading selection. 

In cursive, the students will complete learning all of the lower-case letters. Encourage your child to practice writing words and phrases in cursive. We will begin learning the upper-case letters soon.
Cursive   is   fun   !

Mathematics 

We have just wrapped up our unit on connecting multiplication and division and understanding the relationship between each of the operations. We will continue to practice problem solving and using various models such as numberlines, arrays, equal groups, part-part whole, repeated addition or subtraction to help us become more efficient. Please continue to work on the double, double double & double double double strategy for 2x, 4x, 8x. This month we will focus on 3x, 6x & 9x. 
The following are a list of the 3rd grade Standards for Fractions:
Develop understanding of fractions as numbers.

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.3.NF.A.1
Understand a fraction 1/b as the quantity formed by 1 part when a whole is partitioned into b equal parts; understand a fraction a/b as the quantity formed by aparts of size 1/b.

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.3.NF.A.2
Understand a fraction as a number on the number line; represent fractions on a number line diagram.

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.3.NF.A.2.A
Represent a fraction 1/b on a number line diagram by defining the interval from 0 to 1 as the whole and partitioning it into b equal parts. Recognize that each part has size 1/b and that the endpoint of the part based at 0 locates the number 1/b on the number line.

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.3.NF.A.2.B
Represent a fraction a/b on a number line diagram by marking off a lengths 1/bfrom 0. Recognize that the resulting interval has size a/b and that its endpoint locates the number a/b on the number line.

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.3.NF.A.3
Explain equivalence of fractions in special cases, and compare fractions by reasoning about their size.

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.3.NF.A.3.A
Understand two fractions as equivalent (equal) if they are the same size, or the same point on a number line.

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.3.NF.A.3.B
Recognize and generate simple equivalent fractions, e.g., 1/2 = 2/4, 4/6 = 2/3. Explain why the fractions are equivalent, e.g., by using a visual fraction model.

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.3.NF.A.3.C
Express whole numbers as fractions, and recognize fractions that are equivalent to whole numbers. Examples: Express 3 in the form 3 = 3/1; recognize that 6/1 = 6; locate 4/4 and 1 at the same point of a number line diagram.

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.3.NF.A.3.D
Compare two fractions with the same numerator or the same denominator by reasoning about their size. Recognize that comparisons are valid only when the two fractions refer to the same whole. Record the results of comparisons with the symbols >, =, or <, and justify the conclusions, e.g., by using a visual fraction model.

Social Studies 
In social studies, we are learning about the Puritans and comparing them to what we have learned about the Pilgrims. We will learn about life in Colonial America and students will learn about the original 13 colonies. They will study the differences between the Southern, Middle, and New England colonies, as well as what daily life was like for the colonists. 

Science / STEM
During the month of January students will be participating in 3 STEM lessons.

1. Construct a sledding ramp that will make your sled travel the farthest distance.

2. Construct the warmest shelter possible that will hold at least 3 animals.

3. Construct the tallest tower possible using only marshmallows and toothpicks.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Friday, January 20, 2017 1:30-3:00




         Monday, January 23, 2017 1:30-3:00

PLEASE EMAIL YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER IF YOU ARE AVAILABLE TO HELP. 
Supplies Needed:

Small Marshmallows

Cardstock

Fleece 

Cottonballs
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During the Environment and Life Unit, students gain an understanding of topics, including organism adaptation; food webs; relationships between organisms in the environment; our environmental impact; and how light, water, and temperature affect organisms and the environment.

The students begin by building on what they understand about different environments. They use their background knowledge to compare and contrast characteristics of different environments. The students focus specifically on the living things in an environment as they learn how adaptations enable certain species to survive. 

The students study our impact on the environment. They examine how products from their everyday life are produced. Environmental impact takes center stage as students recognize that raw materials from the environment are the origin of many products we use. A major theme is “reduce, reuse, and recycle.” 
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· Reading topic specific books to help build background knowledge: Nonfiction books about different environments or habitats, specific animal books, recycling, and product manufacturing.    
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Our class will be participating in a Secret Friend Project the week before Valentine’s Day.  Please be on the look out for more information coming home soon. We will also be handing out Valentine’s Day Cards at our Valentine’s Day party on Tuesday, February 14, 2017.

Classroom Wish List


Our classroom could use the following supplies: 

· Tissues

· Expo markers

· Dixie cups

· Clorox wipes

· Lysol
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